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C_E  It  T  I  E  IC  ATS 


The  undersigned,  CHARLES  JONGEKEEL,  first  lieutenant, 
R.N.I.A.,  head  cf  the  Y/ar  Crimes  Section  of  NETHERLANDS 
FORCES  INTELLIGENCE  SERVICE  (NEFIS)  being  first  duly 
sworn  on  oath  deposes  and  states  that  the  annexed  reports 
are  full,  true,  complete  and  accurate  copies  of  the 
original 


1.  letter  of  Dr.  FLACKS ,  BANDOENG 

2.  2  reports,  attached  thereto,  nos  2  and  3  of 
the  said  Dr.  FLaCKS, 

which  letter  and  reports  are  cart  of  the  official  records 
of  the  NEFIS. 


SIGNATURE: 

BATAVIA  11  June  194-6 
S  E  a  L 

/s/  Ch.  Jongeneel 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  K.  A.  de  \/EERD,  first 
lieutenant  R.N.I.A.,  Senior  official  attached  to  the 
office  of  the  Attorney-General  N.5.  .1. 


i 


/s/ 


K.  A.  de  tfeerd 
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llir.  R.  FLACHS 
V/esterhof  24, 
BANDOENG 


Dear  Sirs, 

Allow  me  to  introduce  myself. 

I  am  R  FLACHS,  of  Swiss  nationality,  born  the  20th 
of  May  1904  in  Switzerland ;  profession:  chemical  engineer 
and  doctor  in  technical  science  of  the  Swiss  Federal  Technical 
Highschcol  in  Zurich, 

Since  June  1928  I  am  in  the  employ  of  the  N.V.  De 
Bataafsche  Petroleum  Iiaatschappi  j  (Royal  Dutch  Shell  Co.) 

I  arrived  in  the  Motherland  last  Indies  from  the  U:S.A. 
in  October  1941  ar.d  stayed  in  this  country  during  the  whole 
period  of  occupation  by  the  Japanese  i»rmyf| 

I  am  married  and  have  a  boy  of  nearly  16  and  a  girl 
of  12  years  old.  I  served  in  the  Swiss  Army  as  a  young 
officer  and  on  leaving  Switzerland  in  1928  I  had  the  rank 
of  first  lieutenant* 

In  giving  you  all  these  details  about  myself,  I  hope 
to  demonstrate  that  in  view  of  my  education  and  training, 

1  may  be  considered  a  competent  person  to  give  an  authori¬ 
tative  and  truthful  description  of  what  happened  to  me 
while  this  country  was  occupied  by  the  Japanese. 

As  a  neutral  I  am  further  a  witness  to  many  incidents 
which  happened  to  other  people  during  imprisonment  and 
internment. 

During  the  occupation  time  I  was  arrested  3  times 
and  have  consequently  collected  all  tne  facts  in  3  reports, 

2  of  which  may  be  of  interest  to  you  and  v/nioh  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  enclose  herewith. 

\I  enclose  reports  Nos.  2  and  3j  which  No,  3  of 
course  is  more  imcorcant,  with  the  view  of  informing  you 
about  the  conditions  and  treatment,  to  which  political 
prisoners  were  subjected.  I  understand  of  course,  that 
similar  things  have  happened  also  in  Oliver  countries 
occupied  by  the  Japanese  and  are  well An own  to  you,  but  I 
think  it  might  be  of  value  to  you  to  have  such  a  report 
from  a  neutral  and  competent  witness,  capsule  of  reviewing 
such  situations^ 
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I  am  of  course  not  making  any  suggestion  for  punish¬ 
ment  or  measures  to  be  taken  against  the  people  concerned, 
but  mention  only  the  names  of  the  men  connected  with  the 
happenings  described  in  report  No«  3»  The  numbers  behind 
the  names  refer  to  the  numbers  in  report  No.  3: 


Hashimoto 

(1) 

Kunimoto 

(2) 

Gustina 

(3) 

Soehardjo 

(4) 

Soeoai dar 

(  ?) 

Gedjeli 

(6) 

Those  ore  only  the  names  related  to  the  incidents 
which  I  described,  bat  there  are  of  course  others  who  were 
even  worse  cv  in  any  case  not  better  ‘chan  those  mentioned 
above  and.  X  think  it  will  be  easy  enough  to  find  out  the 
facts  with  regard  to  the  following  police-investigation 
officers? 


Scokandi  ( Gand i ) 

Darmcno 
Mxn.ssan 
D jamoeri 

Special  mention  deserve  those  individuals  who  took 
advantage  of  their  positions  in  !  Bant  jeu^'  -prison,  to  rob 
and  swindle  the  poor  prisoners  in  regard  to  food  supplies, 
money,  clothes  etc.  and  they  deserve  to  bo  searched  for 
and  severely  punisned  for  their  nefarious  activities  which 
caused  much  mental  agaony  to  their  victims „ 

One  of  the  greatest  criminals  was  no  doubt  the 
physician  Scebowc,  who  wilfully  condemned  an  unknown  but 
certainly  large  number  of  men,  including  many  Europeans 
to  a  terrible  death,  either  through  refusing  to  attend 
the  sick  o.r  neglecting  them  in  a  criminal  Banner*  Many 
witnesses  can  be  produced  to  establish  the  facts  mentioned 
in  the  report,  amongst  whom  E«P.  II  r  LINN ,  M,D„,  who  has 
personal  experience  of  many  incidents. 

You  may  regard  the  two  reports  enclosed  as  your 
property  and  do  with  it  whatever  you  like,  even  to  the 
extent  of  publishing  them,  bat  personally  I  wish  to 
remain  unmentioued. 
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Eventually  I  beg  to  Inform  you,  that  the  sane  reports 
have  been  sent  by  me  to  the  No  V«  Bataafsche  Petroleum 
Maatschnppi j  ar.d  a  translation  in  the  German  language  to 
the  Swiss  Consulate  in  Batavia  on  behalf  of  the  Svviss 
Government. 

Faithfully, 

Yours 

;  w.s.  R.  FLACHS  / 
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Repo  n 


throu^ 

*  udx  iv^ppon  and  the  Bandoeng  Folic e. 

DATE  j  fiay  30th  1945 

1 9  introduction 

2 ,  DESCRIPTION 

A.  Pood 

Clothing 
Co  Hygiene 

D.  Sanitation 

E.  Police  investigations 

P*  Indictments. 

3 .  CROSS^^IXNlHOILOTLiHE  UKDniSlRHm  pv  m  rv'TT^p 
4-  •  11BANTJEUJ11  PR  ISON 

B*  Foodltal  WaP(3  and  medical  service 

C.  Punishments 

D.  Personal  experiences 
E»  Submarines 

F  •  Spiritual  life 

5.  COtHilM^jHOGE^DINOo  AND  SENTENCE 

6.  AT  HOME 

,  .  ^P^AND_CONCLTJSIONS*  On  the  2nd  of  r»„0  nr*, 

undersigned  was  taken  Into  1^x  the 

accompanied  by  the  Bandoen^  ^o'i^e  -rd orK?“p6i  Sv1  Nippon 
one  week  he  was  detains  n^’ow'ut’«*e  &lia  ;?r  ^  months  and 
as  descried  in  report  NoH?  lng  conditlons 

to  one  year^s^mprisonment^with  condi^onafremh  ^  C°?rt 

sentence  and  released,  Fvldence  of  guilt  v;^V™?iSai°n  °f 

since  the  Radio  in  question  had  be -ng  so  Id  in 

by  the  Radio  authorities,  which  could  rn?v  ho 

the  apparatus  was  in  perfect  ordl??  Th?^is  tho  hA<s?I>0Vid?d 

of  the  innocence  of  tne  wr*  ter  .Neither  J;?^h  b8sb  pro°f 

court  considered  this  JoXtISi  thf undersign'd  My 

delth?°  t0  aV°ld  being  «*•  «  crippllno?  do£f & 
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E-fi.P_0.Jli _ No,  ^ 

Ijyj.P !  The  third  arrest  of  Dre  R.  FLACTt<?  +jir  i 

Kompei  Dai  Nippon  anrihe'B.andoeng'poufe.*1'9 

DATEs  hay  30th  1945 

1 »  INTRODUCTION 

2 .  DESCjilPTION 

A»  Food 

B»  Clothing 

C*  Hygiene 

D.  Sanitation 

E.  Police  investigations 

F .  Indictments . 

3 •  undesigned  py 

4 .  "BANTJEUJ"  PRISON 

B*  ?o°oftal  Ward  anc*  medical  service 

C.  Punishments 

D.  Personal  experiences 

E.  Submarines 

F .  Spiritual  life 

5*  COlUiT  PROCEEDINGS  AND  SENTENCE 
6 .  AT  HOME 

.  ^Ul®_AIJD_CONCLTJSIONg*  On  the  2nd  of  Tv  no 

sasss  sfc- 

r2SaSS±2SS"S^r«Sil0S?,rt! 

since 

thpthe  Radi°  authorities,  which  could  only  be  done  provided 
the  apparatus  was  in  perfect  order.  Th^  1  ^  ldfd 

of  the  innocence  of  tne  write?.  "iitSj^JiSS 'muST* 
court  considered  this  point  and  the  undersigned  ??Lllv 

death0  t0  aV°id  bGlng  rJade  a  criPPlo*  or  doSe  to 
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REPO  R  t 


No.  1 


TVITj^E;  The  third  arrest  of  Dr,  R  PLAP^c?  -t-irr  i 

Kouipei  Dai  Nippon  and  W,e*B?mdoeng  PoS?e.tl>e 

PATE:  hay  30th  1945 

1 9  INTRODUCTION 

2 •  description 

A.  Food 

B»  Clothing 

Co  Hygiene 

D.  Sanitation 

E.  Police  investigations 

Ft  Indictments, 

3  •  CRO^S^^iXNATIPiLPriXIIS.  UhPniSlGNKD  BY  TUP  porrmp 
4*  "BANTJEUJ"  PRT.gnw 

A.  Hospital  ward  and  medical  service 

■D  •  rOOd 

C,  Punishments 

D,  Personal  experiences 

Ft  Submarines 

F .  Spiritual  life 

5t  COimT_PROCS_EDINOS  AJ7D 
6.  AT  HOME 

,  REpm^ANDj^NGLIJSIpNS *  On  the  2nd  of  Trnp  ica.  +u 
accompanied  «**» 

asedesc1ibedV,?n  rlpXNoof  *’**““ 

to  nS  °f  April  1945  he  was  condemned  by  the  cour*- 

«n?«nor„an,S.i?LP!:t"J"2Si’  '!Ph  conditional  remission  ot 


sentence  and  released:"  Fvidence  of  gGi"irMs‘misIi^‘,‘ 

question  had  been  sold  in  the  meanc: 


since  the  Radio  in 


K<r  +-u~  n  jj  —  .r"  ?rr - *iavx  sy.Lu  j.a  tne  meantime 

by  the  Radio  authorities,  which  could  only  be  done,  provided 

o WaS  Jn  Perfect  order.  This  is  the  best  ^oof 
of  the  innocence  of  tne  writer.  Neither  police  nor  the 
cour«  considered  this  point  and  the  undersigned  finally 

deathC°nfeSSed  t0  avold  being  raade  a  cripple  or  done  to 
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The  whole  period  of  detention  cert  him  mo i c  crui 
FI ,6000  -  Without  this  expenditure  the  wife  of  tJv*  under¬ 
signed  as  -o  11  as  he  himself  raig.it  well  have  lost  their 
lives. 


IREPORT 

L  : - 


Concerning  the  third  arrestetion  of  Dr.  R,  FLACHS 
through  the  Kempei  Dai  Nippon  and  the  police  of  Bandoeng,/ 


7*  Introduction:  The  events  hereafter  described  started 
in  the  early  morning  of  the  2nd  of  June  44.  At  about 
4,30  am,  while  still  in  bed  a  tremendous  uproar  arose  in 
front  of  my  house  ;/c sthof fweg  24,  Bandoeng,  On  opening 
the  door  I  was  immediately  seized  by  two  officers  of  the 
Kemoei  and  two  officers  of  the  Bandoeng  police  and  hand¬ 
cuffed.  Trousers  and  shirt  were  carefully  examined  for 
concealed  weapons  before  I  was  allowed  to  put  them  on.  I 
was  promptly  ordered  to  leave  the  house  and  mount  the 
waiting  lorry,  while  one  of  the  officers  recalled  by 
whistle  his  men,  about  fifteen  of  them  with  carabines,  who 
had  surrounded  my  house  during  the  a rrestation. 

After  seizing  two  more  persons  in  the  same  street  in 
the  same  manner,  the  lorry  proceeded  to  another  part  of 
the  town  where  another  3  persons  were  fetched. 

In  ray  abscence  the  house  remained  under  guard  and  as 
I  was  told  later  by  my  wife,  the  family  ordered  to  remain 
inside.  A  few  hours  later  a  thorough  search  of  the  house, 
lasting  for  hours  took  place.  Since  nothing  was  found  to 
confirm  the  suspicions  cf  the  police,  the  "gentlemen" 
returned  the  next  day  to  institute  a  further  search.  This 
investigation  also  proving  futile,  the  police  appeared 
again  two  days  later  and  carried  away  with  them  a  few 
articles  such  as  film  -  and  photocameras,  binoculars, 
school  atlasses  belonging  to  the  children,  photo  albums, 
etc.  To  crown  it  all  the  police  wanted  to  arrest  also  my 
wife  after  the  last  search,  iiy  wife  suffers  since  years 
of  nervous  heart  disease  and  owing  to  the  shock  of  seeing 
me  arrested  she  fainted.  A  friend  of  mine  however  managed 
to  induce  the  police  to  abstain  from  arresting  her  and 
offered  himself  as  guarantor* 

A  r-  , 

]  l  2.  Description:  The  lerry,  eventually  loaded  with  6 
!  persons,  proceeded  at  last  to  headquarters,  where  we  were 
j  brought  to  the  office.  Here  the  legitimation  paper  issued 
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by  the  Japanese  (called  ’’Pendaf taran*’ )  wn  taker  ■.'■■•‘cm 
me  and  the  handcuffs  removed.  Pro'ip-5*!/  however,  werv  xy 
hands  tied  behind  my  back  and  so  tightly  that  the  ropes 
lacerated  the  skin  of  the  knuckles.  Without  asking  a 
word  I  had  to  remain  knee.ling  on  the  floor  for  about  an 
hour,  before,  still  bound.  I  was  removed  to  a  cell,  which 
to  my  astonishment  contained  only  two  persons.  This  did 
not  however  remain  so  for  long,  because  within  3-4 
hours,  the  cell  which  had  been  sleeping  space  for  8  persons 
only,  contained  14  occupants.]  I  did  not  know  any  of  the 
fellow  prisoners,  who  were  all  convinced  of  their  innocence 
and  sure  of  being  released  in  a  few  hours. 


More  and  more  prisoners  arrived,  the  number  amounting 
finally  to  80,  including  also  women  with  children  of 
tender  age  and  old  men  of  about  70.  Apparently  new  premises 
had  been  built  to  provide  for  mass  arrestatlons  as  8  cells 
meant  for  the  newcomers  appeared  new  and  unused  and  free 
from  bugs  and  lice. 


Finally  came  noon,  afternoon  and  the  evening,  without 
anyone  of  us  having  been  called  up  or  been  given  anything 
to  eat. 

[a.  Food?  About  7  O’clock  in  the  evening  a  little  dry  rice, 
weighing  about  50  -  60  grams,  was  handed  round  in  filthy 
and  rusty  enamel  plates.  The  next  meal  was  given  out  in 
the  same  unappetising  form  and  quantity  the  next  day  at 
10  O’clock  and  repea tod  at  4  O’clock,  Thus  the  whole 
nourishment  of  one  day  consisted  of  2  rations cby  rice? 
totalling  about  100  -  120  grams,  with  later  often  an  inter¬ 
val  of  20  or  more  hours.  After  3  weeks  it  happened  once 
that  the  kitchen  was  entirely  without  rice,  so  that  we  were 
46  hours  practically  without  any  food,  with  the  exception 
of  half  an  "Oebi"  (Indian  potato)  per  prisoner  and  this 
after  we  had  gone  hungry  for  three  weeks.  From  time  to 
time  we  were  given  not  more  than  a  teaspoonful  of  vegetable 
soaked  in  water,  but  this  happened  irregularly.  The 
prisoners  were  so  famished  that  they  began  to  eat  tooth 
paste  and  the  skins  of  the  bananas  thrown  away  by  the 
guards. 

After  35  days  the  relatives  were  informed,  that 
additional  food  would  be  provided  for  those  prisoners, 
for  whom  60  cents  per  day  would  be  contributed.  This 
having  been  agreed  to,  we  were  given  in  reality  slightly 
bigger  portions  with  more  vegetables  and  every  day  a  banana, 
all  this  however  still  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  require¬ 
ments  of  an  adult.  This  additional  food  had  therefore  to 
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be  paid  out  of  our  own  pocket,  as  the  police  did  ret  pro¬ 
vide  any  funds  for  this  purpose.  This  fsvDur  was  nrobably 
granted  for  fear  that  many  of  the  prisoners,  who  were 
terribly  weakened  through  sickness  and  want 'of  sufficient 
food,  would  died  on  their  hands. J 


Suppose  we  look  into  the  problem  of  nourishment  somewhat 
closer  and  from  slightly  a  scientific  point  of  view  and 
we  come  to  the  following  conclusions: 


a.  A  normal  person  while  at  rest,  requires  one  caloric 
per  kilogram  weight  and  per  hour,  thus  at  an  average 
weight  of  say  65  kg  1560  calories  per  day.  Workers 
naturally  require  a  higher  number  and  heavy  workers  as 
much  as  100$  mere. 

b.  A  minimum  of  at  least  0.5  grams  of  albumen  per  kilo 
weight  is  necessary  or  at  least  30  -  35  grams  per  person 
per  day.  The  biological  value  of  animal  -  compared  with 
vegetable  albumen  is  considerably  higher,  if  the  former  is 
taken  at  100$  the  vegetable  albumen  ranks  only  at 

40  -  75$. 


i 


However  no  food  containing  any  animal  albumen  was 
served  and  we  should  therefore  have  been  given  d^ily  45  -  50 
grams  of  vegetable  albumen,  but  even  this  was  unobtainable". 

c.  Fats  can  mostly  be  replaced  by  coalhydrates ,  but  an 
absolute  minimum  is  necessary  to  provide  the  essential 
fatty  acids  which  act  as  solvent  for  vitamines  A  &  D. 

d.  Vitamins  needed  by  an  ordinary  person  per  day: 


a. 


3-4000  international  units.  F.i.  10  grams  of 
cod  liver  oil,  or  70  grams  carrots  or  100  grams 
spinach  would  be  sufficient. 


A 


b.  200  international  units  per  day. 

c.  400-6000  international  units.  F.i. 
of  tropical  fruits. 


100  grams 


^During  the  first  35  days  the  calories,  contained  in 
the  food  and  calculated  scientifically  and  optimistically, 
did  not  exceed  650j  instead  of  the  1^60  required#  During 
the  second  period,  during  which  the  relatives  contributed 
payments,  they  amounted  to  maximum  1120,  fats  and  albumen 
being  still  practically  missing;? 
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b.  Clothing:  Every  Monday  the  relatives  v:ere  allowed 
to  send  in  fresh  clothe..,  provided  they  did  rot  send  ‘n 


j  f  !;y  O'OheS 


more  than  one  chf  i  go  '/."ha  dirty  clothes  couJ/i  “  j  g  ' ven 
back  to  the  family  i  v<:  'T.p‘-'.ng.  •  Tone,  oothonush  and 
toothpaste  were  a.. sc.  a.  lowed.  The  first  change  we  were 
allowed  arrived  alter  about  15  days. 

L_C.  Hygiene :  For  all  the  prisoners,  who  finally  amounted 
to  about  100  in  number,  only  ere  latrine  and  a  tap  for 
water  was  in  existence.  This  tap  was  fixed  at  a  height 
of  about  1  meter  and  served  as  a  shower.  The  condition 
of  the  latrine  was  filthy  beyond  description  and  the 
stench  unbearable,  especially  after  an  outbreak  of  dysen¬ 
tery.  The  prisoners  were  only  allowed  to  make  use  of  the 
latrine  one  by  one.  Assuming  a  person  needs  only  6 
minutes  then  the  time  required  by  all  the  prisoners  would 
be  600  minutes  or  10  hours.  Permission  to  use  the  J.C. 
and  facilities  were  however  granted  from  8  O'clock  am  till 
8  pm.,  so  that  while  allowing  the  ladies  a  little  more 
time,  each  prisoner  could  use  the  W.C.  only  once  in  24 
hours.  It  is  unimaginable  what  the  feeling,  under  these 
abominable  conditions  must  have  been  amongst  those  sick 
with  dysentery,  not  mentioning  the  great  danger  of  con¬ 
tamination  in  the  cells.  Especially  those  who  were  unable 
to  obtain  any  change  of  clothing  were  in  imminent  danger 
of  contamination  and  there  were  many.  Owing  to  under¬ 
nourishment  and  loss  of  blood,  due  to  dysentery  they  were 
so  weakened,  that,  agairst  the  principle  of  the  place, 
some  at  least  were  brought  to  the  hospital,  where  many 
died  of  the  consequences  of  the  sickness  and  their  generally 
enfeebled  constitution.] 

Most  of  the  prisoners  were  Dutch  of  mixed  blood  v/ith 
a  sparse  growth  of  hair.  The  few  fullblooded  Europeans, 
amongst  them  the  writer,  looked  however  after  2  months  very 
much  like  St.  Nikolas.  There  was  no  question  of  shaving 
or  a  hair  cut  and  soon  the  beards  were  swarming  with 
inhabitants. 

Sanitati on:  In  our  cell  a  man  suffering  from  T.  B.  was 
coughing  continuously  and  spitting  blood.  Another  though 
partly  cured  from  T.B.  through  a  pneumatorax  and  now  no 
more  infectious,  was  living  on  one  lung  only.  He  was  so 
weakened  by  the  3  weeks  in  prison  that  he  was  unable  to 
get  up  any  more.  Other  ceJis  also  had  their  also  had 
tnevr  T.B,  patients)  Jointly  with  2  doctor  prisoners  I 
appealed  to  the  police  to  sut:ncn  the  doctor  of  the  prison 
in  order  to  induce  him  to  transfer  these  poor  sufferers  to 
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the  hospital,  thus  reducing  the  possibility  of  cortnm-i- 
nation  so  dange-cus  when  in  a  **?«•«  of  urd?r>°Lu?is^ent 

to6thpehSP  •  Z2?0*  wac  aft«*  H  we^'firmv  S  ought 

tbe  hosprcaa,  but  not  the  others.  Aware 

oil  no  other  medicines  were  given.  One'l'.B.  patient ' 
ho.vever,  was  once  only  given  cod  liver  oil  and  calcium. 

__ we  shall  see  later  the  illtreatment  of  the 
prisoners  by  the  police  resulted  in  ranv  r^^t^rin-  wnuna<? 
which  could  not  be  healed  owing  to  the  .toj'are  ?f  ZtVSSl. 
and  the  refusal  of  the  Chief  of  Police  (1)  tohsve  thua 

dailv^nn  thf  d0CT'°r*  Although  a  sick  list  was  made 

£,JnJyfno^JrePtrae{14:  ™as  prescribed.  For  a  prisoner  to  he 
sent  to  the  hospital,  was  to  be  written  off.  Those  few 

who  managed  to  smuggle  privately  some  medicine  into  the’ 
vivedta1’  WhiCh  WaS  guarded  by  the  Police,  sometimes  sur- 

S*  £ J.GXestiriajy.ons:  All  the  prisoners,  including 
myself,  who  were  arrested  on  the  2nd  of  June,  were  given 
numbers.  Line  was  No.  30.  Three  days  after  the  arrest, 
the  first,  with  No.  51,  was  called  out.  This  was  done  by 
an  accomplice  who  called  out  the  number  from  a  chit  signed 
fcy  a  police  oflicer.  No.  51  was  equally  convinced  of  his 
innocence  as  the  others  and  presumed  that  after  short 
investigation  he  would  be  set  at  liberty.  He  left  the 
call  at  10  am  and  failing  to  return  by  6  in  the  evening 
everybody  presumed  that  he  had  been  released.  An  hour 
later  however  he  appeared  with  blood  congested  face  and 
hardly  able  to  stand  upright.  Two  Nippon  Officers  (1  &  2) 
and  Two  Indonesian  ofi'icers  (one,  No.  3)  had  manhandled  him 
at  the  same  time*  In  such  pitiable  condition  was  he  that 
he  was  unable  to  speak  and  we  consequently  heard  of  his 
marv.yrdcm  only  next  day,  by  which  time  No.  19  had  also 
been  called  up.  It  would  lead  toe  far  to  enumerate 
separate!/  each  case  and  I  shall  here  only  describe  the 
way  the  interrogations  were  conducted  and  the  kind  of 
persuasions  used. 

On  being  called  up,  the  prisoner  was  asked:  "V.'hy 
have  you  beer.-  arresfce  !?••  to  which  rest  of  the  prisoners 
replied ,  that  they  via  ret  know.  This  was  usually  followed 
bv  a  p egging,  varying  from  50  -  300  strokes.  The 
instrujue.ios  vru  for  this  torture  T  snail  describe  below. 

X  •-  the  prisoners  still  ob,., Irate,  e.i.  diet  not  confess, 
tner,  partner  corporal  punishment  was  inflicted.  These 
punishments  can  be  classified  as  follows: 
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tS^eSSs^3M*  wiILmwdi  1nels‘ 

Abo»|  meaner  instnsment  however^ ;  ^whip^  toe  ^ 

^  n  sh  to’bits.  ^deaden  the  cries 

^a^\r^ana?51S^^a3hlls^se^L<ar^aid 
shelter  hy  the  police. 

?rom3e^acKCthe  poUcIt  whllh  sometimes  occurred  in 
ST^SSSE  Ser.‘ a  prisoner  ,ent  frantic  ur.der  the 
punishment  given  to  him. 

»  Tb«  »«t  btnishr.ent  was  by 

ary  alteruaoint,  cu-.;^  ^ tQ  4-he  leK  and  the  other 

terminal  was  sometimes  applied  to  the  nipple  oi 

c)  The  third  degree  of  P^alwent  was  "suffocation^by 

immersions.  A  towel  was  -  wcre  poured  into 

over  the  face.  Then  ^^^u^®^a?ivW?^ched  the  mouth  and 
the  towel  so  that  the  water  gradually  reacnea  nt_ 

rising  further  evencuatiy  else  the^ nos -rils^  bQcQPjng 

ing  him  from  br.oathing,  whiuh  *esu-  a  ii  drovmed>  Th;ls 
unconscious  anr.  collo  sxng  U  VJ6  timeg  in  succession, 

procedure  was  somotinus  r^p-.^e  >  ®ostly  ied  back  to  the 

Did  ‘.he  prisoner  not  confess,  ne  was  y 

cell  to  pass  the  night  m  his  wet  clothes. 


d)  The  next  punlstacnt  consisted  of  the  bandaging  ^ 

of  the  fingers  with  a  st.c*  put  between  ea  ghtened  by 

alSn,fo?  Hope08  ms  punishment  ^it  appears,  produced 
unbearable  pam  and  the  fine  srs  remain  for  days  very 
swollen  and  cannot  be  used  for  some  tine. 

e)  another  punishr.ent  with  ^^^LfwSIeh 

cell  was  threatened,  is  "  |he  hsDa  with  a  razor. 

These^wounds°a oe  Un  treated  with  tincture  of  Jodium. 

f)  Putting  out  cigarettes  and  cigars  ^is^usually 

body  is  a  very  common  pv.nisnment.  Tne  prisoner 
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a)  "The  art  of  flogging".  In  this,  a  great  variety  was 

shown,  startin'  with  a  single  then  a  rattan  /aryxng 

in  thickness:  followed  a  Hogging  vn  -*p  wi;-h  leatner 
thongs  the  ends  of  which  were  weighted  with  me^ai  balls. 

About  the  meanest  instrument  however  was  the  whip,  the 
leather  thongs  of  which.  ’  ere  provided  with  iron  hooks, 
which  simply  tore  ths*  fl*  ah  to  bits.  To  deaden  the  cries 
of  the  tortured  prisoners,  the  worst  ill- reatirencs  took 
place  in  a  cellar,  which  was  also  used  as  an  airraid 
shelter  by  the  police.  The  prisoner  was  usually  tied  to 

a  post  or  manacled  in  *»  sitting  position,  *o  pre/ent  hx 
from  attacking  the  police,  which  sometimes  oecu) red  in 
the  beginning,  when  a  prisoner  went  frantic  under  the 
punishment  given  to  him. 

b)  The  next  punishment  was  by  "electric  current".  Ordin¬ 
ary  alternating  current  os'  110  volt  was  used,  one  tera.nal 
being  fixed  f.i.  with  a  clean  to  tne  log  and  the  other 
left  free  Tu  the  case  of  che  men  the  second  termrna. 

Jas  ejected  with  the  arm,  or  if  still  no  confession  was 
■forthcoming  to  the  nostrils.  YJithithe  women  th„  second 
terminal* was  sometimes  applied  to  the  nipple  of  the  breast. 

r\  The  third  decree  of  punishment  was  "suffocation  by 
immersions .A  towel  was  fixed  under  the  chin  and  drawn 
over  the  face.  Then  many  buckets  of  waterwcrepouredlno 
the  towel  so  that  the  water  gradually  reached  the  mou».h  and 
rising  further  evencuaily  else  the  nostrils,  thus  pre/e 
Lg  him  from  breathing,  which  resulted  in  his  becoming 
nnrnrscious  and  collc"sing  like  a  person  drowned,  ih..s 
n?occdSre  wafdmo times  r  posted  5  -  6  times  in  succession. 
Did  the  prisoner  not  confess,  he  was  mostly  led  back  to  the 
cell  to  pass  the  night  in  his  wet  clothes. 

d)  The  next  punishment  consisted  of  the  bandaging  1 tosether 
of  the  finder*  with  a  stxck  put  between  each,  which  were 
also  fastened  together  and  could  be  further  tightened  by 
means  of  a  rope.  This  punishment,  it  appears,  produced 
unbearable  pains  and  the  finr.rs  remain  for  days  very 
swollen  and  cannot  be  used  for  some  tx»ae. 

e)  Mother  punishment  with  which  one  of  the  inmates  of  my 
roll  was  threatened,  is  the  shaving  of  the  ncad,  after  which 
a  number  of  cuts  are  inflicted  on  the  head  with  a  razor. 
These  wounds  are  then  treated  with  tincture  of  jodium. 

Putt1 ng  out  cigarettes  and  cigars  on  all  parts  of  the 
body  is  a  very  cordon  punishment.  The  prisoner  is  usually 
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asked,  whether  he  wants  a  cigarette  and  whether  his 
reply  is  ,,Yes,,  o-  -No"  burning  cigarettes  or  e :  ga  -s 
are  put  out  behind  his  e:ns,  on  the  ro  :■* ,  in  the  lace  and 
other  parts  of  the  bo-,./.  This  usually  resists  in  foster¬ 
ing  wounds,  which  cause  ohe  so  punished  intense  pain. 

g)  The  most  recalcitrant ,  who  even  after  all  these  punish¬ 
ments  failed  to  confess,  had  .,i,  rhe  finger  broken.  I 
have  personally  se..  the  dislocated  and  broken  finger  of 
a  fellow  prisoner. 


h)  One  of  the  meanest  pu  ushments  were  the  kicks  given 
with  hobnailed  military  boots  into  the  soft  parts  of  the 
body  while  the  prisoner  v\4s  sitting  bound  on  the  floor. 
Internal  bleeding  was  mostly  the  result.  I  have  seen 
fellow  prisoners,  who  for  weeks  passed  blood  and  also 
suffered  *rom  severe  bleeding  of  the  stomach. 

i)  To  remain  standing  for  4  days  and  nights  without  food 
and  drink  and  to  be  thrashed  every  four  hours  by  an 
accomplice  was  another  penalty* 


k)  The  2  Nip p oners  (1,  2),  chief  of  the  police  and  his 
assistant  took  a  spec!  i  delight  in  indulging  in  Judo  (Ju¬ 
jutsu  -  Jap.  wrestling) *  A  fellow  prisoner,  50  years  old, 
related  hov  he  was  catapulted  irem  one  corner  of  the  room 
to  another,  jure  like  a  ball  ard  that  only  by  the  greatest 
dexterity  and  luck  did  he  o ; iit.vive  to  fall  so,  that  no 
damage  was  dene  to  arms,  l.jgs  and  neck.  For  a  whole  year 
aftei wards  he  still  had  pains  in  his  chest  and  recalls  with 
trepidation,  v*v;r,  hiese  two  welinourisl  oa  creatures  had 
done  to  a  sued  m?*-*,  r  o  was  three  about  till  he 
finally  became  unconscio 


One  of  the  Indonesian  Police  Officer.*  (4)  even  went 
so  far  as  to  threaten  the  priron.;  r  with  criminal  assault 
of  their  wives  cr  .:lar::  s.  Never  in  my  life  have  I 
encountered  a  character  as  hr se  as  his. 


14-6  prisoners  were  unally  called  up  at  the  same  time, 
but  as  there  existed  only  one  sur.^n- ram  an  room,  which  was 
used  especially  for  the  treatment  of  those  considered 
dangerous,  the  other  war's  maltreated  in  ordinary  rooms  of 
quarters.  These  rooms  lying  adjacent  to  the 
hi  ling  and  r.jan".  of  the  tortured  could  easily 
The  va  interrogations  often  lasted  till  3-4 
the  mo  suing  so  that  few  ^f  the  prisoners  had 


the  police 
cells,  the 
be  heard, 
o'clock  in 
any  sleep. 


The  celling  out  of  a  number 


trepidation  amongst  she  prisoners,  1  ho 


always 
fciioug!  ' 


caw : en 
their  turn 


had  come  so  that  all  lived  in  perpetual  agitation,  which 
was  slowly  but  surely  leading  to  a  nervous  breakdown!) 
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..  N?J  ?  Mrnador.osr ,  was  most  severely  illtreatod, 
three  times  In  c...e  da;  he  wn .  oa.li.ed  cut  ord  so  severely 
thrashed  with  c’—J’orer.s  ins*,  laments  for  flogging,  that 
^  c-  d..tion  to  .Land  or  lie  and  was  covered 
with  bloodstains.  The  following  day  he  was.  called  again 
twice,  thrashed,  t  bated  with  electrical  current  arc 


the  third 


uwi.ee,  tin  asnea ,  „  bated  with  electrical  current  and 
finally  sutj-eovad  to  the  water  treatment.  At  the  third 
call-up  ho  received  a  t’  beginning  of  the  interrogation 
such  an  unlucky  hit  on  the  head ,  that  already  after  15 
minutes  he  was  tnrowr.  down  in  front  of  tab  cell  acor 
unconscious  <.  V/e  had  to  puli  t'r  e  poor  mar.  into  the  cell 
and  to  wait  till  he  recovered  J;.’:  nser-  As  I  was  the 
onxy  one  in  the  ce.  .  \  .  u  a  l'1 1  tie  medical  knowledge ,  I 
slept  next  to  him,  hut  v.-as  unable  to  give  him  much  help 
in  toe  absence  of  medicines  and  instruments  recuired,  A 
few  hours  after  his  -etur.r  to  the  cell  No.  5  had  cramps 
in  the  lower  jaw,  which  prevented  him  from  taking  any 
nourishment  and  it  was  only  with  a  gi eat  effort  on  the 
part  of  myself  and  r.  fellow  urisonor  that  we  succeeded  in 
pouring  a  little  water  or  cold  tea  through  his  slightly 
opened  teech.  v/ hen  (1)  _ns.  :>cted  the  ceil  two  days  later 
ho  was  still  unconscious.  On  such  an  inspection  all  the 
prisoners  were  expected  to  sta.aa  to  attention.  The 
unconscious  man  natw'aily  lay  on  the  ground  and  seeing 
this  (1)  yelled  at  us  to  make  him  stand,  so  that  ho  could 
see  him  in  full...  Then  he  sfeout  •  H  through  the  bars  cf  the 
con-  "You  have  not  yet  received  your  full  measure," 
(Koerang  sad  jo.  I)  The  n»  xt  day  he  was  again  called  up 
for  interrogation  by  (1)  personally.,  but  to  no  avail  as 
he  had  not  yet  recover'd  coi  .:oiou»ru\£*  :  All  requests  for 
a  doctor  were  r.- ,  ative  .  and  w.ru;/  on  the  5th  day  the 
prison  doctor  appeared,  whr  ccniirmed  the  insensibility 
of  the  man.  On  the  7th  day  the  man  regained  consciousness 
for  ascut  5  minutrr  and  asked  in  a  barely  rrecencible 

A  I  1  •  .  •  «  ■  M  .  *  .*1  _ 


ried 


fallen  on  his  head?" 
him. 


I  never  heard  anything  more  about 


Due  to  the  Uhvierrourishirent  and  the  continual  scream¬ 
ing  day  and  nighv,  ne  prisoners  became  gradually  extremely 
nervous,  and  more  so,  when  the  first  cases  of  dysentery 
started  to  occur. 


F.  Indie tpiontf  ■.  Practically  every  prisoner  was  supposed 
to  be  guilty  of  the  following  misdercanours  : 
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1.  To  br  In  pcs session  of  one  or  two  senders  and 
thus  to  te  in  ccrrrrni  cation  with  the  enemy. 

2.  To  Ye  a  member  of  a  secret  organisation. 

3.  To  be  a  forger  cf  currency. 

4.  To  have  f inane  d  secret  organisations. 

5.  To  ha\  listened  to  itadio  broadcasts  from 
abroad . 

6.  To  have  circulated  false  and  genuine  reports. 

7.  To  be  ir.  nocsession  of  fire  weapons,  also 
tcmmy-fvi;i:>  and  machine  guns* 

8.  To  have  ser.t  cov  sibutions  to  the  relief  of  war 
and  civil  pnsor-.rs  in  camps. 

3.  Cross-examination  of  .the  undersigned  by  the  police:  About 
ten  days  after  arrest,  ray  numb3r  jO)  was  called  and  I  was 
led  into  the  cellar.  Cn  being  asked  the  same  question  as 
the  other  prisoners,  namely:  "Why  have  you  been  arrested?" 

I  replied  that  if  I  said  "No:i  to  that  question,  I  would  be 
thrashed  at  once,  addressing  the  police  officer,  I  pointed 
out  to  him  that  I  was  a  Swiss  subject  and  not  to  be  trifled 
with.  I  further  commented  on  the  shameful  treatment  of 
the  prisoners  and  the  fact  that  they  were  never  allowed  out 
of  the  cells  for  a  breath  of  fresh  air.  To  this  he  replied, 
that  they  were  not  brutes,  but  also  human  beings  with 
their  feelings  for  wife  and  children.  Now  I  must  confess 
that  this  office'”  (5)  was  the  least  objectionable  of  all, 
which  was  lucky  for  mo,  However,  as  I  had  nothing  to  con¬ 
fess,  he  ordered  nis  accomnlic  to  give  me  a  hiding. 

Again  my  luck  held,  as  t he  whip  had  been  used  upon  the 
previous  prisoner.  New  they  were  going  to  proceed  to 
some  other  forms  of  punishment,  but  I  simulated  a  nervous 
breakdown,  which  was  not  difficult  for  me,  as  I  really 
was  near  one.  Subsequently  I  was  led  back  to  the  cell  and 
given  one  night  to  thir';  things  ever.  Three  days  later 
however,  I  was  called  up  again  and  treated  slightly  better. 
Permission  was  even  given  o  mo  to  write  a  chit  home  ask¬ 
ing  for  medicines  which  opportunity  1  seized  to  order  the 
folic ving:  Neuron asent in,  Luminal,  Cibelg  in ,  Spasmoci- 
baigin  and  Cibazui,  which  were  all  delivered  to  me  the 
next  day.  In  spite  c"  the  small  quar. tiles  received,  I 
was  enabled  to  oo  a  lot  cf  good  with  it.  Neurotrasentin 
and  Luminal  gave  help  to  nervous  patients,  while  Cibazol 
healed  practically  all  of  the  festering  wounds  in  the  cell 
and  greatly  helped  those  suffering  from  bacclliary -dysentery . 

A  second  simulated  nervous  breakdown  put  me  into  the 
position  to  requisition  through  the  same  police  officer 
some  more  medicines  which  enabled  me  to  help  also  some 
lady-prisoners. 
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At  last  I  was  chav  ad  \r.  h  Jiving  oormitted  the  fol¬ 
lowing  offence1- .  To  ,  /e  g:l  /an  fincncisl  support  to  LPii- 
families  and  wmeu  in  the  4  itcrunieiit  camps  and  civil- 
internees  in  T^luahi  and  finally  to  have  listened  in  to 
foreign  stations  "n  the  radio  and  circulated  news.  Only 
to  avoid  being  die  barged  later  from  prison  a  confirmed 
invalid.  I  ,w-.fcss‘  d  ha v"  g  to  the  Fr-  .oh  Radio  from 
Saigon  in  the  belief  ma  chis  was  allowed,  since  Saigon 
was  under  Japanese  contr  1.  I  also  admitted  to  havo  dis¬ 
cussed  those  reports  with  a  few  friends,  out  informed  the 
police  that  the  radio  had  been  so  '  cdly  sealed  at  the 
second  control,  th.  t  blar --1  lay  with  she  authorities. 

As  soon  as  it  became  k...wn,  that  a  third  control  cf  the 
radios  would,  take  p^ac5,  I  opened  the  lead  seals  and  to 
avoid  detection  put  back  the  wave  length  by  3  nim  and  then 
reclosed  the  seals. 

I After  a  further  examination  an  official  report  in  the 
Malay' language  was  signed  by  mo,  which  concluded  the 
police  investigations  of  my  case.  This  was  IS  days  after 
my  arrest,  2  ;  men  ns  ln:ei  photos  and.  fingerprints  were 
taken  and  then  I  was  led  with  "0  other  prisoners  to  the 
"Bantjeuj "  prison. 


4 .  "Bant.ieul”  nr4  r  ns  In  ’’Bantjev  j"  wo  were  brought  to 
the  men 1  s  ward" aria  about  20  wo. . ,  a  to  the  women’s  depart¬ 
ment.  20  moo  were  put  in  a  cell  meant  for  1 j  prisoners 
and  later  3b t  According  to  regulations  each  prisoner  was 
entitled  to  two  blankets  Those  wore  however  never  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  Direct  n  of  p,-A  ,enj,  we  nil  had  to  sleep 
on  the  cement  floor,  later  ..e  were  allowed  to  provide 
our~  .ves  with  'chin  mattings  at  our  own  cost-. 


fhe  hygienic  conditions  in  ‘'Bantjeu.l"  were  abominable 
and  worse  than  at  oii.ee  headquarters.  The  drinking  water 
was  browrici  and  trf  en  f 1  ci  a  hole  av.’..c  D  metres  deop, 

/t  the  same  hale  the  lea  from  bacilli  ary  dlsentery  were 
washed.  Officially  one  vas  allowed  cc  be  the  cnce  a  day 
with  this  seme  water,  but  only  in  theory ;  as  che  occasion 
to  do  so  presented  itself  only  or.ee  every  4-5  days. 


The  food  was  still  worse  chan  in  Police  headquarters. 

At  8  in  the  morning  we  were  handed  on  indescribably  dirty 
plates  a  watery  porridge  made  with  rice  and  without  ary 
nourishment  value  wheteve  **.  at  eleven  o’clock  seven  finger- 
loads  of  dry  rice  mired  wi*th  still  hard  geo  in  3  of  maise  and 
at  four  in  the  afternoon  the  same  again  as  sc  11  o'clock, 

A  few  watery  vegetables  were  also  issued,  but  these  included 
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partly  poisonous  plants,  such  as  leaves  from  "oebi"  and 
1  papaya"  p  Possessing  .o  cutlery  to  eat  with  even  serai- 
liquid  food,  such  as  rice  porridge,  had  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  mouth  by  the  fingers,  while  all  tho  time  seated  on 
the  floor.  Tae  consequences  did  not  fail  to  appear. 

Already  after  about,  6  days  the  first  of  the  fellow 
prisoners  died  of  weakness  and  baccilleary-dysentery .  Only 
when  he  began  to  discharge  himself  where  he  lay,  was  he 
brought  to  a  so  called  hospital  ward,  where  he  died  2  days 
later »  The  whole  cell  was  contaminated  and  everybody 
infected  with  fcncilliary -dysentery ,  the  imorisoned  doctor 
included. 


The  value  in  calories  of  the  food  given  to  us,  amounted 
to  maximum  750  calorics  per  day.  As  the  prisoners  had  to 
work  daily  for  o  hours  in  the  burning  sun,  the  minimum 
number  of  calories  should  have  been  1700. 

A-  Hospital  ward  and  medical  service;  The  medical  service 
consisted  of  a  prison  ciocUoi  and  a  male  nurse,  apart  from 
a  few  auxiliary  male  nurses  and  their  help,  who  had  been 
chosen  from  amongst  the  prisoners  and  so  did  not  belong  to 
the  regular  staff. 


Tho  doctor  had  at  his  disposal  only  two  rooms  inade¬ 
quately  e  quipped  with  medical  Instruments  and  the  consult¬ 
ing  hours  were  three  time-3  a  week.  To  these  scarcely  any 
patients  were  however  admitted  and  no  medicines  dispensed. 
No  replies  were  given  to  the  queries  of  the  patients  nor 
did  the  doctor  make  any  inquiries,  nor  were  diagnoses  made. 
The  only  remedies  issued  were  "djamoe",  a  kind  of  pulver¬ 
ized  bark  used  for  dysentery  and  the  powdered  bark  of  the 
Cinchona-tree  for  malaria. 


a  small  narrow  hall  with  about  12  iron  cots  with  straw 
mattresses  ranged  along  the  two  sides  represented  the  sick 
ward.  This  room  had  a  V',C0  but  no  water  for  washing  and, 
since  it  contained  mostly  dysentery  patients,  such  an 
abominable  stench  prevailed,  that  with  the  best  of  will 
it  was  impossible  to  stand  it  more  than  5  minutes.  During 
my  8  months  stay  in  ''Bantjauj"  neither  the  doctor  nor  the 
nurse  had  been  once  in  the  sickroom.  It  often  happened  that 
2  patients  lay  in  one  bed  suffering  from  dysentery,  they 
often  discharge  involuntarily  either  into  the  bed  or  next 
to  it  on  the  floor.  The  place  was  swarming  with  flies  and 
new  patients  brought  in  with  other  sicknesses  were  also 
promptly  infected  with  dysencery,  Juropeans  and  natives 
lay  next  to  each  other.  It  is  easy  to  comprehend,  why  this 
ward  was  called  by  the  natives  the  ’’Deathchamber" ,  as  few 
who  entered  it,  left  it  alive. 
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partly  poisonous  plants,  such  as  leaves  from  "oebi"  and 
'papaya'* o  Possessing  .o  cutlery  to  eat  with  even  semi- 
liquid  food,  such,  as  race  porridge,  had  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  mouth  by  the  fingers '  hiio  all  the  time  seated  on 
the  floor.  The  consequences  did  not  fail  to  appear. 

Already  after  about,  6  days  the  first  of  the  fellow 
prisoners  died  of  weakness  and  ba.ccilleary-dysentery ,  Only 
when  he  began  to  discharge  himself  where  he  lay,  was  he 
brought  to  a  so  called  hospital  ward,  v/here  he  djed  2  days 
later.  The  whole  cell  was  contaminated  and  everybody 
infected  with  bacilliary -dysentery ,  the  imprisoned  doctor 
included. 

The  value  in  calories  of  the  food  given  to  us,  amounted 
to  maximum  75D  calorics  per  day.  As  the  prisoners  had  to 
work  daily  for  6  hours  in  the  burning  sun,  the  minimum 
number  of  calories  should  have  been  1700. 

A.  Hospital  were1,  and  medical  service:  The  medical  service 
consisted  of  a  prison  doc  Cox  and  a  male  nurse,  apart  from 
a  few  auxiliary  male  nurses  and  their  help,  who  had  been 
chosen  from  amongst  the  prisoners  and  so  did  not  belong  to 
the  regular  staff. 

The  doctor  had  at  his  disposal  only  two  rooms  inade¬ 
quately  e  quipped  with  medical  instruments  and  tho  consult¬ 
ing  hours  were  three  times  a  week.  To  these  scarcely  any 
patients  were  however  admitted  and  no  medicines  dispensed. 

No  replies  were  given  to  tho  queries  of  the  patients  nor 
did  the  doctor  make  any  inquiries,  nor  were  diagnoses  made. 
The  only  remedies  issued  were  "djamoe",  a  kind  of  pulver¬ 
ized  bark  used  for  dysentery  and  the  powdered  bark  of  the 
Cinchona-troe  for  malaria. 

a  small  narrow  hall  with  about  12  iron  cots  with  straw 
mattresses  ranged  along  the  two  sides  represented  the  sick 
ward.  This  room  had  a  vr.C.  but  no  water  for  washing  and, 
since  it  contained  mostly  dysentery  patients,  such  an 
abominable  stench  prevailed,  that  with  the  best  of  will 
it  was  impossible  to  stand  it  more  than  5  minutes.  During 
my  8  months  stay  in  “Bant  jeuj**  neither  the  doctor  nor  the 
nurse  had  been  once  in  the  sickroom.  It  often  happened  that 
2  patients  lay  in  one  bed  suffering  from  dysentery,  they 
often  discharge  involuntarily  either  into  the  bed  or  next 
to  it  on  the  floor.  The  place  was  swarming  with  flies  and 
new  patients  brought  in  with  other  sicknesses  were  also 
promptly  infected  with  dysencery,  lurcpeans  and  natives 
lay  next  to  each  other.  It  is  easy  to  comprehend,  why  this 
ward  was  called  by  the  natives  the  "Deathchamber" ,  as  few 
who  entered  it,  left  it  alive. 
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There  was  no  discipline  in  the  sickroom.  The 
prisoner-nurses,  consisting  mostly  of  convicted  tnieves 
and  other  rcum,  did  what  they  liked.  The  dead  were  hardly 
acid ,  bei'erc  their  r.iis arable  rags  wore  torn  from  their 
emaciated  todies.  One  of  these  so-called  male  nurses 
possessed  a  glass  three  quarter  full  of  gold  filled  teeth 
and  gold  bridges,  which  he  most  probably  was  going  to  sell 
for  their  gold  value  when  the  opportunity  cane.  Such 
things  could  only  happen,  because  tnsre  was  no  control^ae 
at!  by  the  prison  doctor o  I.y  fellow  prisoner,  the  doctor, 
endeavoured  several  times  to  get  permission  to  go  to  line 
sickroom  or  the  doctor :s  consulting  room,  but  without 
success.  Although  he  was  a  well  known  internist,  he  was 
strictly  forbidden  to  give  medical  help  to  anybody,  bur.  as 
soon  as  the  doctor  and  the  nurse  were  out  of  the  way  we 
smuggled  ourselves  into  the  ward  in  order  to  expend  as 
much  help  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances ,J 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  state,  that  the  doctor  is 
practically  guilty  of  "mass-mu: der  through  neglect-. 

Many  patients  having  died  through  lack  of  attention  or 
through  being  wrongly  created  by  the  p>rison  nurses. 

fBv.  Ff od .  Tee  food  situation  was  so  bad,  that  physically 
strongTnd  healthy  prisoners  soon  looked  emaciated  and 
finally  died  of  lunger,  sometimes  in  so  short  a  time  as 
li  to  2  months.  The  cause  of  death  was  g-ven  by  the 
orison  authorities  as  ",  Erasmus” .  I  have  personal  know¬ 
ledge,  that  with  Beri-bori  and  hun  eroade-  were  common 
sicknesses  and  as  the  ..lace  was  invested  with  lice  and 
bv  s,  itch  and  other  s.cin  diseases  and  serious  infections 
were  prevalent,  bub  were  not  treated.  In  view  of  the 
existing  undernourishment  this  resulted  in  purulent 
wounds,  which  would  not.  heal,  so  that  at  leas*  30/»  of  the 
prisoners  walked  about  ./ith  festering  wounas,  ^innocen.  01 
any  bandage  or  ointment,  infecting  others.  Ox  ten  the 
patients  we re  not  even  brought  to  the  hospital  to  die  so 
that  the  poor  emaciated  wretches  soreti  es  simply  dioppoo. 
dead  where  they  were.  Should  one  of  those  poor  creatures 
in  des  .eration  try  to  grab  a  few  grains  of  rice  aac  was 
caught  by  the  supervisor ,  then  he  was  in  for  a  severe 
drubbing  and  was  put  under  those  that  died  o.  marasmus 

It  is  i  -possible,  when  one  has  seen  these  living 
skeletons ,  scarcely  able  to  stand  upright,  ever  to  forget 


thi  s 


spectacle . 
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There  was  no  discipline  in  the  sickroom.  The 
prisoner-nurses,  consisting  mostly  of  convicted 
m-1  other  rc-n,  did  what  they  liked.  Tne  dead  were  hard-.y 
"cld ,  tei'cro  tlicii  miserable  rags  were  torn  fr  m  -heir 
emaciated  bodies.  One  of  these  ^-called  gie  mrses 
possessed  a  glass  three  quarter  full  or  gola  .lxiea  -eetn 
and  go Id  bridges,  which  he  most  probably  was  goxn^  to  sell 
for  their  gold  value  when  tne  opportunity  cane.  Such 
■'•hinps  could  only  haupen,  because  cnere  was  no  conuol^at 
an  by  the  prison  doctor.  I'y  fellow  prisoner,  the  ooc^or, 
endeavoured  several  times  to  get  permission to  go  to  tne 
sickroom  or  the  doctor:s  consulting  room,  bu-  vvithoa- 
success.  Although  he  was  a  well  known  internist,  he  was 
strictly  forbidden  to  give  medical  help  to  anybody,  but  as 
soon  as  the  doctor  and  the  nurse  were  out  of  the  w«y  wo 
smuggled  ourselves  into  the  ward  in  order  to  expend  as 
much  help  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances/] 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  state,  that  the  doctor  is 
nrac+icallv  gui 1  t'r  of  ’'mass -murder  through  neglect  • 

Kany  patients  having  died  through  lack  of  attention  or 
through  being  wrongly  treated  by  the  prison  nurses. 

rBo  *Vod„  The  food  situation  was  so  bad,  that  physically 

strong*and  healthy  prisoners  soon  looked iotti me  as 
finally  died  of  hanger,  sometimes  in  so  shor*  a ulme  a 
li  to  2  months.  The  cause  of  deatu  w=s  t-ven  by  the 
orison  authorities  as  "karasnus" .  I  have  personal  know¬ 
ledge,  that  with  Beri-bcri  a.nd  hun  croede-  were  common 

sicknesses  and  as  the  , lace  was  in'  es  e  .  infections 

tv  s,  itch  and.  other  s.cin  diseases  and  sericas  in.ectiono 

were  prevalent,  but  were  not  treated.  In  view  of  the 
existing  undernourishment  this  resulted  in  porulj?  u 

bvlMCh  weald  not  heal,  so  that  at  least  30,,  of  the 
prisoners  walked  about  with  festering  wounds.  Innocent  oi 
any  bandage  or  ointment,  infecting  others.  Green  the 


V/ 


natients  '..'ere  not  even  Drought  to  the  hospi  tal  to 
Hint  the  poor  e.aciated  wretches  soietl  os  sinply  diopp-d 
dead  where  they  tore.  Should  one  of  these  poor  creatures 
?nades"e?aUo7try  to  «rab  ,  few  grains  of  rice  and  was 

t  bv  the  su  ervisor ,  tiicn  ne  was  in  io*  a  severe  — . 

druhW^  ankv.as‘  put  under  those  that  died  of  "Erasmus"  J 

Tt  1-?  tirossible,  when  one  has  seen  these  living 
skeletons^  scarcely  able  to  stand  upright,  ever  to  forget 
this  spectacle. 
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tc.  Punishment.  At  "Bnntjeuj"  there  were  also  a  few  men 
■of  the  TCorapei  dai  Nippon  and  somo  Indonesian  officers 
appeared  occasionally  for  interrogations.  .apart  from  the 
means  of  torture  alread;'  described  and  used  by  the  police, 
they  showed  hero  a  partiality  for  •  hangi^E1  *  The  sair*e 
prisoner  whose  finger  had  been  broken  cy  the  police,  was 
hanged  by  his  neck  till  he  was  unconscious,  then  taken  down, 
revived  with  water  and  then  hanged  again.  This  was  done 
five  ti  es  in  succession.  This  sai.e  man,  who  had  been 
beaten  nearly  to  death  on  several  occasions  and  had  suf¬ 
fered  so  much  by  other  tortures  already,  was  absolutely 
!  tired  of  life.  Finally  he  was  forced  to  drink  the  water 
I  of  the  latrine,  so  that  he  promptly  contracted  bacilliary 
A  dysentery.'/  Though  half  dead  already  it  is  believed  that 
'  he  was  finally  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  war  in 
Batavia.  I  have  not  seen  him  again. 

•A  'in  the  floor  of  block  "B"  of  the  prison  a  wooden  dross 

;  was  cemented  in,  on  which  prisoners  were  strung  up  by  the 
!  wrists  and  with  the  legs  bound  to  the  cross  for  24  hours 
1  or  morn.  If  after  a  few  hours  a  confession  was  not  forth¬ 
coming,  they  were  thrashed  wh.le  hanging  on  the  cross. 

.any  a  poor  devil  have  we  seen  hanging  there  in  the  hot 
!  tropical  sun,  till  he  was  at  last  taken  down. 

1  liass  flogging  wg,s  also  indulged  in,  but  only  in  the 

case  of  Indonesians. 1  If  f.  i.  some  trouble  occurred,  and 
the  culprit  ecu Id  not  be  found  out,  the  famished  prisoners 
were  wade  to  squat  in  $.fows.  Thon  they  were  by  their  own 
native  su[ ervisors  be&tsu,  mostly  over  the  nead,  with  every 
:  imaginable  implement,  viz.  with  rottan,  stick,  leather 
:  thongs,  with  the  broad  side  of  the  sword  (klov/ang)  most  of 
them  were  already  unconscious  after  the  first  half  hour  of 
j  this  bent-up  which  someth  es  lasted  for  l-l£  hours^  Rarely 
v  was  the  guilty  one  betrayed,  unless  he  happened  to  be 
unpopular. 

D.  Personal  experiences :  Having  already  lost  30  * ilos  in 
weigntwhile  in-custody  at  Police  headquarters  and  further 
weakened  through  under nourishment  in  "Bant jeuj" ,  I  became 
about  the  end  of  the  i.ugust  an  easy  prey  to  any  infection 
and  contracted  a  very  stubborn  bac  lliary -dysentery .  It 
days  later  I  was  unable  to  jet  up  any  more  and  was  so  weak, 
that  I  could  no  longer  speak.  •  y  fellow  prisoner,  the ^ 
doctor,  could  not  do  anything  for  me,  but  wait  for  my  death. 
I  still  re  ember  lying  in  the  corner  of  the  cell  while  my 
fellow  prisoners  prayed  for  me  and  how  the  lice  swar:  ed  up 
my  legs’ and  a  rat  ran  over  my  face.  To  have  me  removed  to 
the  hospital  was  not  even  thought  of  and  it  is  a  ,/onder  that 
I  ai  still  alive.  Still,  wonders  sometimes  happen,  as  in 
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my  case,  when  a  felloe  prisoner  managed  to  bribe  one  of 
the  trustworthy  prison  warders  to  send  for  my  house  for 
Cibazol,  which  was  smuggled  in  and  arrived  in  the  nick 
of  tine  to  save  my  life.  Due  to  the  severeness  of  the 
attack  of  bacilliary-dysentery  which  I  had  passed  through 
I  subsequently  suffered  from  a  heavy  inflammation  of  the 
intestines  of  which  i'have  not  been  able  to  cure  myself 
to  this  day.  After  lying  for  about  a  fortnight  on  a  stone 
floor  and  being  so  far,  that  I  could  sit  up  again,  I  was, 
supported  cn  both  sides,  brought  to  the  prison  doctor. 

Ho  did  not  even  examine  i.e,  but  ordered  some  milk  which  I 
never  got.  On  this  occasion  I  could  weight  myself  in 
the  room  of  the  doctor  and  found  that  since  my  arrest  I 
had  lost  altogether  50  kilos  in  weight.  Ly  recovery  was 
however  still  doubtful,  since  I  was  in  need  of  invigor¬ 
ating  nourishment  and  the  food  of  the  prison  was  insufficient 
to  enable  me  to  acquire  new  strength.  hat  happened  after¬ 
wards  is  related  in  the  next  chapter* 

F.  "Submarines11 .  Conditions  in  "BantjeuJ"  bcin0  as  they 
were ,  it  v/as  evident  that  we  were  slowly  but  surely,  doomed 
to  death,  what  with  having  no  soap  to  wash  ourselves  and. 
the  clothes,  no  toothpaste  and.  no  change  of  clothes  and  so 
the  prisoners  tried  to  find  some  means  to  relieve  the 
situation. 

already  previously,  while  at  the  police  quarters,  we 
had  hoard  rumours  of  the  so-called  "submarines"  and  we 
were  soon  to  make  their  acquaintance.  The  monthly  pay 
of  the  personal  of  the  prison  per  man  amounted  to  not 
more  than  which  was  quite  insufficient,  in  view 

of  the  continually  rising  prices;  consequently  it  was 
inevitable  that  the  whole  staff  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest  was  amenable  to  bribery.  Those  people,  who  from 
payment  rendered,  unallowed  services  which  if  detected, 
were  likely  to  be  most  severely  punished,  smuggled  into  the 
prison  victuals,  clothes,  soap,  etc,,  were  called  "sub¬ 
marines".  Naturally  most  of  them  undertook  these  services 
only  against  exorbitant  bribes,  apart  from  robbing  the 
prisoners  at  the  same  time.  One  of  them  however  was  a 
partisan  of  the  allied  cause  and  rendered  such  services 
gratis. 

After  one  week's  detention  in  "Bantjeuj"  it  became 
vital  to  us  to  obtain  money  and  medicines,  but  being  then 
ignorant  of  the  ropes,  we  were  charged  extortionately . 

The  first  tir  o  a  "submarine"  worked  for  me  and  tv/o  of  my 
friends,  he  stole  a  vitally  needed  tube  of  gibazol  of  20 
tablets  and  fraudulently  altered  my  letter,  so  as  to  make 
an  additional  fl.50.-  for  himself.  This  v/as  all  done  so 
cleverly,  that  1  only  found  it  out  three  months  la tor.  At 
the 'same  time  this  man  succeeded  in  defrauding  other 
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prisoners  at  least  fl*iOOCr-  Finally  ’.ye  knew  most  cf  the 
members  of  the  organisation  which  while  working  well 
through  expensively,  enabled  the  '  uropeans  to  obtain  much 
needed  relief  which  saved  their  laves.  Naturally  not  all 
tic  prisoner?  "cultf  dir pcs a  of  the  necessary  funds,  but 
these  were  helped  by  the  ouher  ..  risoners  in  a  brotherly 
spirit  which  reigned  in  our  cell.  There  were  of  course  a 
few  exceptions.  Hereafter  a  few  details  of  the  services 
rendered  by  the  "submarines'. 


Having  obtained  sufficient  cash,  a  bank  was  formed,  to 
which  each  prisoner  contributed  according  to  his  msecs. 

The  most  ingenious  of  the  prisoners  was  elected  to  do  the 
ordering  and  buying.  Drinking  water  from  the  so-called 
deep  well  was  always  brought  to  the  ceil  in  a  wooden 
barrel  which  could  take  about  50-60  li'cers.  a  non  was 
appointed  by  uhe  prison  management  so  act  as  buyer  cf  the 
food  for  the  prisoners,  ho  also  bought  for  us  in  the  big 
market  and  all  tne  prevision  so  Ivugbc  were  brought  at  the 
same  time  into  tno  prison  and  deposited  m  the  kitchen,  the 
personal  cf  which  had  also  been  bribed*  The  food  we  had 
ordered  v:as  then  sorted  cut,  put  into  the  barrel  ana  thus 
brought  into  the  col.l,  At  lease  fir.  100. -to  f 1?  150 « -worth 
of  fruits,  such  as  bananas,  papayas,  tomatoes,  raw  carrots 
and  radishes  as  well  as  fried  rice.,  etc.,  wove  daily  smug¬ 
gled  in.  Bread,  however,  not  being  supplied  to  the  prison, 
had  to  be  brought  in  a  different  way.  New,  when  an 
Indonesian  dies,  it  is  customary  here  to  bury  the  body  in 
a  cloth  and  not  in  a  coffin  and  the  dead  were  usually 
carried  to  their  last  resting  place  on  a  strut '.her,  the 
head  resting  cn  a  pillow.  The  stretcher  carriers,  also 
prisoners.  usua?f.ly  returned  from  che  funeral,  with  the  pillow 
slip  filled  i*3  th  bread.  As  there  were  about  3  funerals  a 
day,  we  had  sufficient  bread.  After  rune?*-  "warm  meals" 
from  a  Ch.iaeoe  restaurant  came  in.  These  were  usually 
ordered  ha  writing  the  evening  bwfora  through  the  chief  of 
guards,  who  looted  after  it.  A  tip  of  50  cents  per  person 
was  added ,  as  those  orders  were  rarely  larg.-  and  additional 
helpers  were  needed  to  bring  in  the  food  without  danger  and 
still  fairly  warm*  Not  only  the  men's  ward  but  ?i so  the 
women's  ward  worked  with  submarines  and  as  the  nv-.ioer  of 
European  prisoners  constantly  increased  the  turnover  of 
these  orders  rose  sometimes  to  fl*750.~a  day.  Sorrow 
however,  the  police  became  aware  of  this  smuggling  service 
and  spies  were  placed  near  the  Chinese  eating  houses  and 
other  places.  The  prisoners  however  coasted  of  ar.  excellent 
counter  espionage  system  and  the  move  of  che  police  was 
known  before  any  victims  fell.  For  a  whole  week  nothing 
whatever  was  ordered,  so  that  the  spiles  were  disappointed,  then 
the  Restaurant  was  changed  twice.  Finally  we  waited  till 
the  police  investigators  were  withdrawn  end  then  resumed 
fetching  the  food  through  the  backdoor  after  closing  hours 
from  the  first  restaurant,  which  had  proved  to  be  tne  best. 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/f875ec/ 


Doc.  No.  575 l 


Page  21 


Apar.,  from.  this  service,  nearly  every  prisoner  had 
his  own  personal  "submarine"  who  fetched  from  his  home  such 
necessities  as  money,  medicines,  soan,  knife  and  shaving 
apparatus  as  well  as  letters  from  the  family.  I  also  mana¬ 
ged  to  keep  in  this  manner  in  touch  with  my  family.  However 
the _ increasing  danger  of  war  doubled  the  watchfulness  of  the 
police,  rendering  the  working  ith  "submarines"  most  diffi¬ 
cult  ano.  increasingly  expensive.  Nor  this  reason  and  anti¬ 
cipating  more  tribulations,  many  prisoners  asked  for  more 
funds  and  at  one  time  there  must  have  been  about  fl-10,000.- 
in  the  cell,  all  carefully  hidden,  i  for  one  had  fl.500.- 
conceaied  in  the  leather  lining  of  my  shoes  and  another 
f  1 . 5-- 0 . -concealed  m  the  middle  of  a  _.iece  of  soap,  n  sud¬ 
den  search  of  the  cell  never  yielded  anything,  as  even  for¬ 
bidden  things  such  as  knives,  shaving  sets,  scissors,  etc. 
■/ere  so  well  hidden,  that  none  were  found. 


Owing  to  the  tropical  climate,  food,  stuff  could,  not  be 
kept  for  long,  we  often  ordered  provisions,  which  we  could 
prepare  ourselves,  such  as  pud.din  ,  "kat jang-kid jo"  (green 
peas),  etc.  e  managed  to  procure  a  cooking  stove  (anglo) 
an  charcoal  from  fire  wood  procured  from  the  kitchen  and  in 
the  night  the  cell  someti  es  resettled,  a  soldier's  campfire, 
with  us  cooking  our  soup,  coffee,  etc.  However,  during  a 
sudden  raid  the  stove  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  police,  who 
remarked-  "ihere  seems  to  be  a  whole  factory  here  I" 

.  ..  •  , 

F.  Spiritual  life;  In  order  not  to  let  the  fellow  prisoner 
fall  into  apathy  and  to  keep  alive  their  interest  in* life, 
lectures  were  held  upon  every  possible  subject.  The  doctor 
spoke  over  TB. ,  malaria,  problems  of  nourishment  etc,  and 
others  over  sport,  voyages  and  on  technical  subjects,  etc. 

I  myself  held  over  30  lectures. 


5»  Court  proceed 3  ngs  and  .sentence:  On  the  7th  of  Larch  1945 
I  was  handed  b’  one  of  my  "submarines"  a  letter  from  my 
wife,  in  which  she  informed  me,  that  the  Swiss  Frabassy  in  ... 
Tokyo  had  advised  the  Consulate  in  Batavia  that  I  would  be 
given  back  my  liberty.  On  the  11th  of  ..arch  I  was  brought  - 
manacled  and  with  such  a  long  beard,  that  nobody  recognised 
me  in  the  street  to  the  court  and  before  the  judge.  The 
process  verbal  from  the  police  lay  before  the  judge  and  after 
about  2  hours  cross-examination,  I  had  to  sign  a  second 
process  verbal,  the  context  of  which  was  about  the  same  as, 
the  first  one.  Subsequently  I  was  led  back  to  "Bangjeuj'1 
and  heard  nothing  more.  Brought  again  before  the  same 
examining  judge  or.  the  7th  of  April,  intimation  was  given 
to  me,  that  I  was  to  be  temporarily  free,  bit  would  have  to 
appear  again  in  a  few  days  in  court  in  order  to  be  sentenced, 
with  4  witnesses  I  re- appeared  in  court  on  the  14th  of  /pril 
and  after  a  session  of  about  3  hours,  one  of  the  judges 
infowned  me  and  this  can  be  corrcbarated  by  my  witnesses, 
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that  my  guilt  had  not  been  proved  and  that  the  radio  set 
would  have  to  be  examined  again.  Now  comes  the  climax  of 
this  case.  During  my  imprisonment  the  "corpus  delicti" 
had  been  soldo  Do  doubt  the  radio  authorities,  having 
found  the  radio  in  good  order  and  fearing  trouble  from  the 
court  for  their  carelessness  in  the  control  of  the  radios 
disposed  of  it  and  handed  the  receipt  to  my  wife,  who  is 
still  in  possession  of  it. 

However  to  avoid  falling  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
police,  as  it  was  likely  to  happen  here,  I  did  not  withdraw 
my  confession  abou c  the  breaking  of  the  seals,  especially 
^  convinced  that  I  would  in  my  case  go  free  through 
tne  efforts  of  the  Swiss  Embassy  in  Tokio.  Besides  being 
thorougnly  fed.  up  with  the  whole  affair,  which  had  left 
me  with  a  weakened  and  sicly  constitution,  I  longed  to 
return  to  my  family.  If  ray  wife  had  enjoyed  good  health 
and  not  needed  me  ac  home,  1  would  certainly  have  fought 
for  my  rights,  but  as  Justice  is  here  enforced  with  thrash¬ 
ings  and  other  tortures,  I  saw  no  point  in  doing  so. 


At  the  end  of  the  sessions  of  the  14th  of  April  I  was 
informed  that  on  the  16th  I  would  have  to  reappear  in  court 
for  judgment,  this  time  '’ithout  the  witnesses/  In  the 
absence  ol  proof,  the  Radio  .laving  not  been  recovered,  I 
was  sentenced  to  one  year  of  imprisonment  with  provisional 
remission  of  sentence  and  3  years  on  probation, 

/Exactly  10  months  and  1  week  I  was  held  prisoner  by 
the  police  and.  in  "Bantjeuj"  before  I  was  cross-examined, 
suffering  severely  in  health  and  nearly  losing  my  life. 

And  all  this,  because  I  had  to  be  set  free  again,  due 
to  lack  of  sufficient  evidence. 


6*  '  At  home;  Coning  home  I  found  my  wife  near  death. 
Although  I  had,  through  the  intermediary  of  the  "submarines" 
had  some  news  from  time  to  time  from  her,  she  had  refrained 
to  disclose  to  mo  the  true  state  of  her  health  so  as  not  to 
increase  my  worries.  Her  state  of  nerves  had  gone  so  bad, 
that  in  spite  of  treatment  by  specialists  no  ir  provoment 
took  place  and  it  is  doubtful,  if  she  can  ever  be  cured.  On 
medicines  wnich  could  only  be  bought  in  the  black  market  at 
enormously  inflated  prices,  ny  wife  had  spent  about  fl.3000.- 
including  doctor,  apothecary  and  transport. 
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I  myself  had  spent  about  the  sane  amount  for  "sub¬ 
marines11  and  food,  so  that  my  imprisonment,  apart  from 
my  ruined  health  cost  me  about  fle6000 
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